
 

moose, goose and caboose). 

I introduce new words to 

my child, like ñbowò and 

ñstern,ò which mean the front of 

a boat and the back of a boat. 

I talk with my child about 

the letters of the alphabet and 

notice them in books, like ñcò in 

canoe. 

I point out signs and labels 

that have letters, like street signs 

and foods in the grocery store. 

I encourage my child to 

find the joy and fun in reading.  

Usually, I let my child choose 

the books we read. 

I let my child pretend to 

read parts of the book when we 

read together. 

I talk with my child about 

stories and make connections to 

things that happen in our own 

lives. 

I ask ñwhat,ò ñwhere,ò and 

ñhowò questions when I read 

with my child to help her follow 

along and understand the stories. 

I help my child write notes or 

make books (like an alphabet 

book), even if his writing only 

looks like scribbles or marks. 

 

Wishing you all a Happy and 

Healthy Thanksgiving! 

 

Ashley Steffy   

School Administrator 

   

Kerry Lively 

Curriculum Coordinator 

 

 

 

Happy November to all of our 

Jack and Jill families!  What a 

fantastic fall we are having up 

on the hill.  We have had some 

magical memories this fall with 

over 120 children participating 

in our annual Pumpkin Patch 

event.  It was terrific again this 

year to have the help of Annville 

Cleona High School AFFL stu-

dents. They are an amazing 

group of teenagers and our 

Pumpkin Patch would not be the 

same without their help!  We 

donated boxes and boxes of 

books to the Lebanon Agape 

House.  We thank you for your 

support of our Pumpkin Patch 

and your donations to the event, 

wonderful books to share to the 

community, and your gift of 

time to volunteer and make the 

morning such a success.   

 

Whether itôs a field trip in Pre-

K, time spent learning in our 

Founderôs Garden or walking on 

a balance beam for the first time, 

the spirit of hands-on learning is 

in full swing each day. 

 

With fall comes the opportunity 

for parent-teacher conferences.  

We look forward to meeting 

with you during our conferences 

November 11-13.  Each teacher 

has a sign-up sheet that should 

help to make scheduling your 

conferences a little easier for 

you.  During your individual 

conferences your childôs teacher

(s) will share the skills checklist 

and give you some insight on 

your childôs learning experi-

ences so far this year; as well as 

offer you time together to dia-

logue about your childôs social 

and developmental growth.   

 

Many families are looking for 

ways to foster reading at home 

and connecting their preschool 

experience into their everyday 

lives.  We felt the following 

information from the Shining 

Stars booklet series would be a 

useful checklist to pass along.  

Please enjoy these helpful hints 

and be surprised by all the little 

things you can do for your child 

every day to foster a reading 

readiness environment for them.   

 

Checklist for Parents of  

Preschoolers From the  

National Institute for Literacy  

 

Here are some ways you can 

help your child ñget ready to 

readò during the ages of  

4 and 5. 

 

I help my child hear and 

say the first sound in words (like 

ñbò in boat), and notice when 

different words start with the 

same sound (like ñboatò and 

ñbookò).* ǒ      I help my child 

hear words that rhyme (like 

Reading is fundamental to 

your childõs success! 
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òWhat God is to the 

world, parents are  

to their children.ó 

~Philo 

Explore.  Dream.  

Discover.  

 

M/W and T/TH Preschool Threes 

Tales from Terrific Twos 
 October has been an exciting month for the Terrific Twos.   Our theme for October was Community 

Helpers.  And for the really big news:  three children in our classes have turned three!  Happy birthday to Landon, 

Mallory and Michael!   
 Many thanks to Jill Kreider, Landonôs mommy, for providing the big, big toothbrush and other dental 

tools for us so we could learn all about the dentist.  The second community helper we talked about was a fire-

fighter.  We played with our firefighter puppet and fire trucks, did the ñFirefighterò action rhyme and played the 
Fire, Fire Freeze Game.  We also had a veterinary hospital in our classroom where we could take care of our sick 

and injured pets the day we learned all about veterinarians.   We really had fun decorating our own mailbag and 

playing post office when we talked about mail carriers.   
 The last week of the month we had a Pumpkin Halloween in the Terrific Twos.  We read and sang Five 

Little Pumpkins and everyone even stamped their our own pumpkin patch that day.   

 Everyone in the class is having a fun time learning to play and share with their new friends while ac-

quiring basic skills that they will use later in their school careers.  ~Susan Fenstermaker 

We are really off and running this fall and each day brings different and unique learning experiences to our 

children!  We seemed to paint the month of October away.  We painted with brushes, our finger tips and 

even marbles!  We learned many rhymes with spiders, pumpkins and cute little owls.  We must say, we 

have quite the blooming actors and actresses in our preschool program.  What adorable moments we shared 

with your children as they acted out Little Red Riding Hood, the Little Red Hen and Little Miss Muffett.  

We truly treasure these moments! 

 

With a new month upon us, we will prepare for the holiday of Thanksgiving.  As we learn about Pilgrims, 

Indians and holiday traditions, we will take the time to think about the ñthingsò we are thankful for in our 

lives.  One of our favorite projects will be making a personal placemat to use in our homes making a collage 

of those people and items that we are thankful foré  Please consider volunteering to help us make Turkey 

Cookies on November 23rd  and 24th or plan to stay to read a special book to our classes.  Just let us know, 

we love to have guest readers ï parents and grandparents are always welcome to join in the fun! 

 

We look forward to meeting with all of you during our conferences on November 11th and 12th.  Thank you 

in advance for making the time to join us to discuss your child!  We will have personal checklists to share 

with you at that time. 

 

Many, many thanks to everyone that helped in donating items from our Preschool Wish list.  We are so 

grateful for all you have done!  We just canôt believe how quickly you signed your names and brought items 

to our classroom.  And special thanks to all our helpers that take items from our helper basket and magically 

return them.  You are so speedy and we just donôt know half the time who to thank ï Thank You! 

 

Special cheers for our newest four year olds, Benjamin Sheffield, Camden Marquette, Nicky Lambrose, and 

Juliana Fullmer- Cha, Cha, Cha!!!!!  

 

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving ~  

Mrs. Kerry Lively, Mrs. Susan Fenstermaker and Mrs. Kathy Fessler  

T/TH Preschool A.M. 
October was a fun month!  We talked about community helper: police officers, spiders, and black cat.  Our class is looking 
forward to have Harvest party at the end of the month.  With these themes, we were learning about our first letter in our name, 

some songs, counting (1-5), get to know some nursery rhyme.  In this month, we celebrated our friend Pierceôs birthday. 

Fall Harvest Party was fun.  We made orange pumpkin face, ñspiderò to eat, counted with Mr. Scarecrow, and read Halloween 
books.  Thank you so much for Melissa Arroyo, Priscilla Rodriguez, Wendy Young, and Mrs. Todd (Michaelôs aunt) for helping 

us with the program and cutting.  We are look forward for more fall fun in November.  There is an activity we need parents help.  

Please keep an eye on our bulletin board.  A signup sheet will be posted soon for this project.  It is also a reminder that we are 
going to have a Parent-Teacher Conference.   A reminder will be sent home soon. 

 

Have a great November!! 

Mrs. Guttridge and Mrs. Krall 



Pre-K 
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Dear Parents and/or Grandpar-

ents: 

  

     We've had quite a busy first 

month of school.  We had an 

amazing Field Trip to Gray's 

Apple Orchard.  We were able 

to pick four apples right from 

the tree, walk through a pump-

kin patch and witness the vines 

they grow on, see cows -- up 

close and personal, meet some 

forest friends, and have snack 

in the woods.  The trip was enjoyed by all. 

  

     We followed up our trip by carving the 

pumpkin we received from the orchard, 

discovering what was inside,  roasting and 

tasting the seeds.  We made homemade 

applesauce from the orchard apples.  The 

children had the opportunity to cut the 

apples, put them in the machine, turn the 

crank, and watch it turn into applesauce.   

  

     We have started letter/word rings.  We 

will put the letter of the week (uppercase 

and lowercase) on the ring each week.  We 

will also be adding some sight words, 

when warranted.  Parents are helping 

by reviewing the letters/words before 

school and over the weekend.  You 

will be amazed how quickly the chil-

dren will memorize the letters/ words 

as a result of the repetition. 

  

     Just wanted to let all of you know 

that each Friday the children have a 

Violence Prevention Curriculum.  It is 

introduced by a Puppy Puppet named 

Impulsive Puppy.  At the present time, 

the curriculum discusses a 

different emotion each 

week, and appropriate 

ways to handle each emo-

tion.  Shortly Slow-Down 

Snail Puppet will join the 

Curriculum to introduce 

concepts such as "fair 

play" and "sharing" and 

"problem-solving".  If 

your child speaks to you 

about Impulsive Puppy -- 

this curriculum is what he/

she is speaking about. 

  

     We look forward to meeting with all of you at 

Conferences, and sharing all the great things your 

children are doing in the classroom. 

  

     Remember -- you are your child's #1 teacher, 

and we appreciate your help in reinforcing the 

skills we are teaching in school.    

 

Thank You, 

Kathy Fessler, Tamar Sullivan, Danielle Hess 

At the beginning of October we looked at the letter P, made props and practiced our play called The 

Three Little Pigs! The children did an amazing job with their props and remembering what they had to do in our 

play! The class was split into two groups. One group acted out the traditional version of the play and the other 

group acted out ñThe True Story of The Three Little Pigsò which is written from the wolfôs point of view. Who 

do you think was telling the truth? 

Pumpkin carving, pumpkin sorting, pumpkin decorating and pumpkin pie took up the second week of 

the month. It was great to see who would help pull out the pumpkin seeds and who didnôt want anything to do with 

the ñgooò. We all got our clip boards and pretended we were scientists studying the big orange ball! Studying the 

outside went fine but once we cut off the top and were ready to dig in; a few scientists were ready to change their 

profession. When it was time to decorate pumpkins the children had a great time choosing eyes, nose and mouths 

that were cut from magazines. We used decoupage to stick the faces on and give them a shiny look! Yes, we went 

from gooey to sticky and from there to making pumpkin pie. Everyone got to add ingredients, mix and taste the 

freshly baked pumpkin pie. What a yummy way to end the week! 

Mosaic squares were used to show off the beautiful colors of fall. Each child designed their own pumpkin 

or apple mosaic art. Stop by and see them hanging in the hall outside the Sunshine Room! If you ever want to know 

anything about spiders just ask us! We learned all about spiders by building one of our own. They have one body, 

one head, 8 legs and 2, 4, 6, or 8 eyes! We also made our own class web with yarn. Iôll bet we could have caught 

lots of pesky flies if we waited long enough! 

Stay tuned to hear all about our fall trip to Middle Creek Wildlife Reserve! 

Thank you for all that you give to this program and especially for allowing your children to participate 

every day! They are so eager to learn!!!   Debbie Kauffman 

5 Day Pre-K 
òStay tuned to 

hear about our  

Fall trip to 

Middle Creek 

Wild Life 

Reserve!ó 


